
Providing a high standard of orchestral 
training for young musicians in an 
enjoyable and rewarding way and sharing 
the benefits of this experience with the 
community. 
 
 

www.nyo.org.au 

Brochure & 
Application Form 

Nova Youth Orchestra 
Nova Camerata 

Testimonials & Quotes 
I have had the pleasure of working with the NYO on 
several occasions and have enjoyed the experiences 
very much. I have found them a body of young 
musicians which has as its base the joy of music. I 
would encourage anyone to participate in this 
enthusiastic and committed orchestra. 
Donald Hazelwood 
Concertmaster Emeritus 
Sydney Symphony 

Nova Youth Orchestra  Association  Inc.  

Enquiries: 
The Secretary, NYO Assn. Inc. 
53 Memorial Avenue 
St Ives NSW 2075 
 

Phone: (02) 9144 2026 
Email: NovaYouthOrchestra@gmail.com 
Website: www.nyo.org.au 

Rehearsal time  
Nova Youth Orchestra: 
Saturday 1:30-3:30pm during school terms 
Nova Camerata: 
Monday 7:30-9:30pm during school terms 
 

Venue 
Sydney Grammar School 
St Ives Preparatory School 
Ayres Road, St Ives 

NYO’s dedicated and creatively gifted conductors, 
its active involvement in the community, its drive to 
perform internationally, and the lasting friendships 

I made through it, allow me to look back on my 
time in the orchestra very fondly – Nova will 

always be with me in my music. 
Kieran Ledwidge  

Former NYO Concertmaster  

Patron:  
Peter Sculthorpe, AO, OBE 

I learnt so much from playing music with other 
young people under terrific conductors and tutors, 
and the friendships that I made over the years 
have lasted me for more than a decade. My time 
playing in Nova Youth Orchestra prepared me for 
further study at the Sydney Conservatorium of 
Music and The Australian Institute of Music. I have 
continued my association with the Nova 
community as a violin and musicianship teacher, 
orchestra tutor and as leader of Nova Camerata. 
Quyen Lee  
Former NYO Concertmaster  



 

Our achievements 
Since its formation in 1990, our orchestra has taken part in 

many charitable events, raising funds for organisations such 

as the Smith Family, the Sydney Opera House Appeal and 

the Royal Flying Doctor Service of Australia. We have also 

played regularly at retirement villages and holds annual 

concerts for general audiences. The NYO holds awards in 

both Sydney based and National competitions and has 

performed for the Prime Minister of Australia and the 

President of Singapore. 

The NYO has also acquired an international reputation 

through its tours to New Zealand, Singapore, USA and, 

recently, China. 

Personal Details 

Surname:  
 

Given names: 

Date of birth: 
 

Address: 
 

Home Tel: 
 

Office Tel: 

Mobile: 

Email: 
 

Name(s) of parent(s) or guardian(s): 

Instrument: 
 

Level (AMEB/Suzuki): 
 

Declaration 

If accepted, I agree to abide by the decisions of the NYO Assn. 
committee and accept that a membership is a commitment for the 
whole year. 

Signature of player or parent / guardian if under 18 years: 

Date: 

Our orchestra 
The Nova Youth Orchestra  is a community based orchestra 

that provides young musicians with an opportunity to further 

their musical skills, perform and make new friends. We are a 

string orchestra (consisting of violins, violas, cellos and 

double basses) created for those who enjoy the unique, rich 

sound that string instruments produce. This makes our 

orchestra quite special, as most community-based orchestras 

are symphonic, catering for all the instrumental families. Our 

orchestra is based at Sydney's North Shore, and our 

members come from a large area from both within and 

around Sydney, and range in age from eleven to eighteen. 

Rehearsals are held each Saturday afternoon for 2 hours 

during school terms. All the members play in the orchestra for 

their love of music and the friendships that they develop over 

the years. We play a wide variety of music, including 

classical, contemporary and popular film music. 

The Nova Camerata  is a chamber string ensemble formed in 

2001, and comprises players who grew up as members of the 

community based NYO, which provided them with a rich 

musical environment and opportunities to perform locally and 

internationally. 

Our musical directors 
Martin Smith  has been playing and teaching the violin and 

viola for the last 35 years and has extensive experience in 

teaching students of all ages. His area of specialty is working 

with young children. He is an accomplished conductor of both 

string and full symphony orchestras and is currently the Music 

Master at Sydney Grammar St Ives Preparatory School. 

 

Alasdair Vickers  graduated with a Bachelor of Music degree 

in performance on the violin from the University of Sydney in 

1998. Since then he has taught violin at primary and 

secondary schools around Sydney, tutored at a number of 

music camps and currently holds the position of Assistant 

Master of Music at Sydney Grammar St Ives Preparatory 

School. 

Return completed form to: 
The Secretary, NYO Assn. Inc. 
53 Memorial Avenue 
St Ives NSW 2075 
(invoice will be issued to successful applicants) 

Application form 
 

Annual fee $300         Membership fee $20 


